
HUND
CANIS FAMILIARIS

„WIR KÖNNEN AUCH OHNE HUNDE 
LEBEN; ABER ES LOHNT SICH NICHT.“

Erich Kästner



Promotion of animal welfare

§ 2. Federal Government, provinces and 
communities are bound to awake and to deepen 
the understanding of the public and especially of 
the youth for animal welfare (…).

Austrian Animal Welfare Act                               
1th of January 2005



• was founded in 2006 by members of the animal
welfare council, members of the Zoo Vienna, members
of animal welfare associations, scientists of the
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna and public
persons

In accordance with § 2 of the
Austrian Animal Welfare Act:



Partners….



- Pets and their needs
- Farm animals and organic agriculture
- Wildlife cared for by humans
- Experimental animals and their husbandry conditions

Thematic priorities:



„to impart knowledge about the
basic needs of animals is the

premise for a useful and 
sustainable animal welfare…“

Concept



TMS – programs for children and juveniles



TMS – programs for children and juveniles



TMS – programs for children and juveniles

- Pet Buddy: program for children between 8 and 14 years: 
What are the basic needs of  pets, wild animals and farm
animals? What can we do to improve their living conditions? 
The central idea is to bring children and animals together –
teaching takes place on farms, in zoos and in wild parks

- Teaching materials with our mascots about the four thematic
priorities of TMS

- Pet- and farm animal - programs for kindergarten – raising
awareness for animals

- Booklet for pupils of elementary school:                                         
„Say Hallo to Cow & Co“



Teaching materials: „pets“!

„Tierprofi –Heimtiere“

animals at home –
understand and keep them
correctly

Teaching material for
elementary level and middle
school



Teaching materials: „farm animals“!

„Tierprofi – Nutztiere“

from Schnitzel to barnstable

Teaching material for
elementary level and middle
school



„Tierprofi – Wildtiere“

From the hedgehoge in the 
garden to the zebra in the 
zoo. The appropriate 
handling of wildlife.

Teaching materials: „wildlife“!



TMS – programmes for adults

• Teaching materials for pedagogues : how could you teach
animal welfare? What can you do to enthuse pupils for animal
welfare?

• Adult education (workshops based on experimental 
education, lectures) for teachers, animal keepers, parents and 
interested adults

• learning stations about pets and farm animals

• DVDs about farm animals

• Phone consulting for teachers



TMS – programmes for adults



TMS – programmes for adults



Public Relations 

• Press conferences, Expositions, 
Days of Action in schools

• School-competitions

• Website providing information about animal welfare for
teachers, children, adolscents and interested adults

• Broadcast, Television broadcast, Printmedia



Quality control

Questionnaire for pupils and teachers who use  our 
teaching material „farm animals“ in schools - a joint 
project with the University of Natural Resources and 
Applied Life Sciences, Vienna 

Pilot study with pupils of Mexican schools about the way 
children in Mexico learn with our teaching material „farm 
animals“

Evaluation of TMS - workshops for teachers with the 
Austrian educational academy

Telephone survey with teachers about how our teaching 
material „pets“, „farm animals“ and „wild animals“ are 
used in schools 



Results of our work

- We have reached 150.000 pupils with our teaching 
material and our workshops and over 1.500 schools in 
Austria are using our magazines

- Over 2.000 teachers joined us for our workshops

- TMS-Animal Welfare Network consists of 40 
institutions, organisations and NGOs – together we have 
initiated over 20 animal welfare projects with schools, 
zoos, animal keepers and farmers in the last two years



Results of our work

- We have implemented standardised quality criteria for
educational material about animal welfare in 
collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Education

- A database consisting of schools, teachers and 
principals using TMS-education material was designed

- animal welfare teachers: we have designed a special
animal welfare education for pedagogues with the 
University of Veterinarian Medicine and domain experts
in the fields of education, biology and knowledge transfer



Challenges

Teachers are a heterogenous target group – challenge: 
finding a good strategy to enthuse them to implement
animal welfare in the curricula

There is a great need in schools for animal welfare
education by trained animal welfare teachers

Animal welfare does not exist in Austrian curriculas, 
therefore animal welfare education depends strongly on 
the interest of the teachers for the subject. How can we
reach teachers and pupils who have little interest in 
animals and their protection?



Contact:
Verein "Tierschutz macht Schule„

Maxingstrasse 13b
A-1130 Wien

Tel: +43 (0)1-8769127 
Mobil: +43 (0)664-4497824

email: m.scheib@tierschutzmachtschule.at
www.tierschutzmachtschule.at


